
21st century skills: rethinking how students learn
edited by James Bellanca and Ron Brandt
A wonderful compendium of materials on a wide array of topics related to 21st century education.  The 
forward is written by Ken Kay.

oecd test for schools implementation toolkit
published by EdLeader21
With support of the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, EdLeader21 has developed a free toolkit 
to support the use of the OECD Test for Schools (based on PISA) to advance school and district 
transformation.  http://edleader21.com/index.php?pg=27

Resource Guide for 21st Century Education
general materials on 21st century education

the leader’s guide to 21st century education: 7 steps for schools and districts
by Ken Kay and Valerie Greenhill
This is a timely new resource on preparing students for the challenges of the 21st century. The Leader’s 
Guide prescribes and inspires the leading of schools and teachers to organize and implement the 4Cs 
(critical thinking, collaboration, communication, creativity) of 21st century school change.

21st century skills: learning for life in our times
by Bernie Trilling and Charles Fadel
This book does an excellent job of explaining the need for a new model of education for the 21st 
century.

the global achievement gap
by Tony Wagner
This book does a great job of explaining what businesses expect from young people.  It is a terrific 
window into what the expectations of the 21st century workforce are likely to be for your child.

catching up or leading the way: american education in the age of globalization
by Yong Zhao
This is another important book about what the essential elements of education are in the new global 
economy.
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edleader21 4cs rubrics

This nationally-vetted set of rubrics for the 4Cs - critical thinking, communication, collaboration and 
creativity - are designed to support school and district efforts to integrate 4Cs assessment strategies 
into teaching and learning systems.  This master set of rubrics covers grades 3-4, 7-8 and 11-12 in each 
of the 4Cs.  Find the rubrics at www.edleader21.com/order.php
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creativity and innovation

self-direction and motivation

global competence

financial literacy

videos

a whole new mind
by Daniel Pink

This book emphasizes the importance of creativity and design in the new economy, as Pink talks about the importance of 
integrating “right-brained” and “left-brained” thinking.  It’s a great book to share with high schools students and their parents 
about the importance of creativity.

creating innovators: the making of young people who will change the world
by Tony Wagner

This book explores successful innovators and the kind of education they received that made a difference in their lives.  It then 
explains the attributes of those influential teachers.  This will help generate a discussion on what constitutes “innovative” 
education.

the element: how finding your passion changes everything
by Sir Ken Robinson

The Element is a breakthrough book about talent, passion, and achievement from one of the world’s leading thinkers on creativity 
and self-fulfillment. 

the jump$tart coalition

The Jump$tart Coalition website provides a wide range 
of resources to help schools and districts think about this 
essential 21st century capability. 
www.jumpstart.org

drive

This is a great book on what motivates people.  Parents and 
educators will want to focus on the section on “autonomy” 
and the importance of helping young people self-manage and 
self-motivate.

going global: preparing our students for an 
interconnected world

This wonderful resource for educators, created by the Asia 
Society, will give helpful insight into how we should prepare 
young people for “global” challenges. 
www.asiasociety.org/education

a world class education

Designed to promote conversation about how to educate 
students for a rapidly changing and increasingly borderless 
world, this book is about understanding what the best school 
systems in the world are doing right.

above and beyond

This video produced by the Partnership for 21st Century Skills 
& FableVision is a wonderful animation about the importance 
of critical thinking, communication, collaboration & creativity.
www.p21.org/4Cs

the four cs: making 21st century education 
happen

This video produced by EdLeader21 and the Pearson 
Foundation profiles three districts that are incorporating the 
4Cs in their 21st century education initiatives.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghx0vd1oEzM

by Vivien Stewart

by Daniel Pink
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